THE TILSIT TOUCH

blessings of good government. This the enemies of the
world will not allow: they must aggrandise themselves at
our expense. Prudence and policy therefore dictate that we
should do as destiny demands, and go whither we are led by
the irresistible march of events. If we do so, this cloud of
pygmy powers, whose only interest is to see whether the
events of to-day can be parallelled in the newspaper accounts
of the eighteenth century, will accommodate themselves to
the movement imposed by Your Majesty and myself; whilst
the Russian people will be grateful for the glory, the
wealth, and the fortunes flowing from these great events.

Thus, in a few lines, I tell Your Majesty my inmost
thoughts. What was done at Tilsit will rule the destiny of
the world. Perhaps a touch of cowardice on Your Majesty's
part, as well as on my own, led us to prefer a certain and
immediate benefit to a better and more perfect settlement:
but, since England will not have it so, let us recognise that
the moment has come for great changes and great events.

[CoRRESP., xvi, Appendix (i). Hearing at the end of January, 1808,
that England is determined to go on fighting, and counting on the
Tsar's anger at the bombardment of Copenhagen (v. No. 147),
Napoleon revives his plan for an attack on India. If the Tsar will
co-operate, he may annex Finland ('remove the Swedes further from
your capital') and even part of Turkey (' I should refuse no preliminary
stipulations'): but 'the reciprocal interests of our States must be
balanced,' i.e., Napoleon wants Silesia. General Savary is Napoleon's
aide-de-camp, sent to St. Petersburg to negotiate for an alliance:
Count Peter Tolstoi is the Tsar's representative at Paris.]

JER6ME AND HIS MINISTERS

TO J&R.6ME NAPOLEON, KING OF WESTPHALIA

PARIS, March 6, 1808.

I HAVE read your letter to Beugnot. I fancy I told you
that you could keep Beugnot and Simeon as long as you
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